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Learn about our FREE pro-d opportunities

teacher tour 
goes to 100 Mile 
and Hills Health 
ranch
By Michelle Mentore and Dana Nicolae, Associa-
tion of BC Forest Professionals 

The Festival 
of Forestry 
(FOF) tour 
was a very 
enlighten-
ing experi-
ence for us. 
Although we 
work for the 
Association 
of BC Forest 
Professionals 
(ABCFP), we 
had no direct 
experience 
in the forest 
sector. Prior to 
this tour, our forestry education came from litera-
ture, the Internet and through conversations with 
forest professionals and other ABCFP staff. 

Our adventure began on a rainy day in March. As 
we left the Lower Mainland and headed to 108 
Mile Ranch in our chartered bus, the rain gave 
way to sunshine and desert-like conditions. The 
sun had set and six hours had passed by the time 
we arrived at our destination -- tired yet excited. 
After settling in our room, we quickly fell asleep, 
anxious for the next day’s events.

We got an early start in the morning with a visit 

to the West 
Fraser Gus-
tafson Lake 
logging site 
near 100 
Mile House. Here we got to see aspects of forestry 
planning, harvesting and silviculture. The feller 
and processor machines, which were used to cut 
trees and group logs respectively, were exception-
ally interesting. We were surprised to see that the 
colossal processor machine was operated by a very 
petite young woman. Seeing her there, reinforced 
the fact that anyone can work in any part the 

forest sector 
whether in the 
field, lab or of-
fice.

During dinner 
that evening, 
we had the 
opportunity to 
speak at length 
with our fellow 
FOF par-
ticipants – the 
teachers. They 
told us about 
their jobs and 
we shared ideas 

on how to get more teachers involved in the FOF 
program, how to integrate forestry education in 
their curriculum and how to get students inter-
ested in forestry as a profession. The teachers were 
especially eager to snap up all the educational 
resources provided by the evenings’ presenters. We 
all admitted to learning much that day but real-
ized that we still had a lot to learn.

The next day we toured an oriented strand board 
(OSB) mill, sawmill and log house construction 
site. At the Ainsworth OSB mill, we were im-
pressed by the huge scale of the operation and the 
heat inside the factory where untreated logs were f
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turned into recon-
stituted wood strand 
boards.

The second site of 
the day was the West 
Fraser sawmill where 

we observed the process of turning logs into lumber. 
Safety for employees and quality-control of the prod-
ucts were very important at the plant. Again, the size of 
the plant and log yard was impressive. 

The final stop was to one of the many log-house con-
struction sites in the area. We saw houses in various 
stages of construction using large pine, spruce and fir 
logs. Some houses were being built with mountain pine 
beetle-killed wood which has a blue stain and is also 
know as ‘denim pine.’ Customers specifically requested 
the denim pine look for their homes. 

As we headed back to the Lower Mainland the next 
morning, we had time to reflect on our adventure. 

Overall, this 
tour allowed us 
to experience 
many aspects 
of forestry and 
observe the 
relationship 
between the for-
estry industry 
and its depend-
ent communi-

ties. It was clear to see that forestry is one of the driving 
forces supporting 100 Mile House and surrounding 
communities. Many hard-working people make their 
livelihood in the nearby mills, forests and construction 
yards.

We were also able to see first-hand the devastation of 
the mountain pine beetle epidemic in the large areas 
of red trees and increased harvesting. It was good to 
see that the beetle-killed wood was being used in the 
production of OSB and log houses. 

From our observations, it appears that Lower Mainland 
residents are not as aware of the impact and importance 
of forestry as residents from other areas of the province. 

Fortunately, 
the Festival 
of Forestry 
aids in the 
task of 
increasing 
awareness by providing invaluable information to teach-
ers, who pass on this information to the hundreds of 
students in their care.

We encourage you to attend a Festival of Forestry tour, 
expand your knowledge of BC’s number one industry 
and share your experience with others, as we have. v

“This tour was an incredible learning experience for 
me.  Coming from the city, I never realized all that 
went on to bring me my wood and paper.  It was fasci-
nating to learn about the pine beetle infestation and to 
understand the effects that this is having on the whole 
industry in the interior.  I will definitely use this new 
learning in my classroom and a general appreciation 
for the forestry industry.”

“This tour was a great chance to go beyond the text-
book and see first had the realities of the forest indus-
try.  I liked learning about how the industry influences 
communities.  This is directly related to curriculum 
and I recommend it to any teacher.”

what the teachers had to 
say  about their experience 
on the 100 Mile House tour

A+



Join us on our next festival of forestry event  
we are doing something New!

The Festival of Forestry is offering a 
new and exciting experience for teach-
ers this winter.  We are replacing our 
traditional fall forest tour with an 
opportunity for a limited number of 
teachers to join us at the ForestED 
West, an Education Conference that 
will take place in Kelowna, BC at the 
beautiful Manteo Resort.  

Six teachers will be selected to join us 
at this unique conference.  All travel, 
accommodation and food costs are 
included.  Selected teachers will be 
registered by the Festival of Forestry 
and will travel to Kelowna by bus from 
a designated meeting point in Vancou-
ver.  Accommodation will be shared 
two to a room.

This is a great chance to meet a wide 
range of people, gather valuable teach-
ing tools and learn about natural re-
sources.  You will attend panel sessions 
and have a chance to choose from a 
wide array of workshops and seminars.  

The ForestED WEST conference is 
dedicated to forest education in West-
ern Canada.  The goal of the confer-
ence is to bring together a wide range 
of stakeholders involved in forest edu-
cation from across Western Canada to 
discuss emerging forest issues, explore 
best practices in forest education, and 
create opportunities to improve the 
quality of forest education experiences 
in the West.  

Delegates come from industry (for-

estry, as well as other resource sectors), 
academia, provincial ministers, career 
counselors, teachers, community forest 
educators and non-profit organiza-
tions.

The theme for 2008 is Embracing our 
Landscape.  Inclusive and holistic, this 
theme will bring together many differ-
ent stakeholders who have an interest 
in forests and how they are used and 
managed.  Alongside forestry, this will 
include First Nations, mining, oil & 
gas, ranching, tourism and many other 
interested groups. 

We encourage you to visit the confer-
ence website to learn more about the 
event.  All presentations will be high-
lighted on-line. 

ForestEDWest 2008
A conference dedicated to forest education in western Canada

A wide range of stakeholders in forest education will gather 
to discuss emerging forest issues, explore best practices in 
forest education, and create opportunities to improve the 

quality of forest education experiences in the West.

Embracing our Landscape

Coming to British Columbia ...
January 24-27, 2008 

Kelowna, BC 

ForestEDWest is coming to British Columbia!

Conference co-chairs
Sandy McKellar
Phone: 604-916-9117
Email: sandy@tla.ca
Debbie Sluggett
Phone: 250-503-2477
Email: debsluggett@shaw.ca

www.forestedwest.ca

Located at the 
beautiful Manteo 
Resort overlooking 
Lake Okanagan, in 
Kelowna, BC

Mark this date on your calendars, and watch our wesite 
for updates and information on registration.



TOuR APPLICATION FORM
JOIN uS AT FORESTED WEST JANuARY 24-27, 2008 

REGISTER TODAY 
APPLicAtion FoRm FoR Bc FEstivAL oF FoREstRy

FREE EducAtionAL EvEnt

school name: school Principal:
street/mailing Address: Web site:

Phone number:
city: Fax number:
Province:  Postal code: Email:

SCHOOL INFORMATION

your name: Grade(s) taught:
Home Address: subject:

Home Phone number:
city: your email (if different from above):
Province:  Postal code:

Have you applied to attend a tour in the past?    ¨ yes   ¨ No 

Have you attended a tour in the past?  ¨ yes ¨ no     if yEs, where did you go?

TEACHER INFORMATION

PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY

NOTE:  Your application must be accompanied by a short paragraph explaining how attending this event 
would benefit your teaching.

PLEASE FAx OR MAIL BY NOVEMBER 2ND, TO:
FEstivAL oF FoREstRy

FAx: 604-687-3264

1030 - 1188 WEst GEoRGiA stREEt

vAncouvER, Bc v6E 4A2
selections will be made by the Festival of Forestry by november 16th , only successful applicants will be contacted.

Participants will travel by bus from Vancouver and Victoria Thursday morning.  The 
conference takes place Friday, Saturday and Sunday.  Teachers return to Vancouver 
and Victoria Sunday evening .   Accommodation is shared, two per room, and will 
be provided by the Festival of Forestry at Manteo Resort.  We cover registration, 
accommodation, meals, and transportation to and from Vancouver or Victoria and 
the tour destination.  Information will be provided one week prior to the tour and 

includes what to bring, where to meet and what to expect.

For more information please contact Sandy at 604-684-4291 ext 2


